prophylactic effect.
METHODS
The experimental designs and technics were generally in accord with the standardized procedures developed by the department's atherosclerosis research group.3 Altogether, four series of chronic experiments were completed, varying in duration from 5 to 11 weeks, and utilizing a total of 129 fully grown, sexually mature chickens, age 24 to 34 weeks at the onset of the study (table 1) . Essen- tially, a comparison was made of the plasma lipid and atherogenic (aortic and coronary artery) re- sponse to cholesterol feeding in mature female vs. male chickens. All hens were laying eggs before the experiment began; they exhibited the typical plasma lipid pattern resulting from endogenous estrogen secretion by the ovary associated with egg production (table 2) : Estrogen-treated 
